
th
e 11411 Pflumm Rd. 

Overland Park, KS 66215
Volume 24, Issue 5
December 15, 2011
www.stasaints.net

SHIELD
The student voice at Saint Thomas Aquinas

Inside

Faces of Saint Thomas Aquinas

Kauffman Center 
brings revitalization to 
Downtown
 Kansas City,
 Featurers Page 10

Members of the 
Aquinas Community 
travel to  Germany to 
experience culture,
 Features, Page 11



January 26, 20122 Contents
Upcoming Events

Jan 26- Wrestling  at Miege Dual
Jan 27- Boys Basketball at Blue Valley West
Jan 28- Wrestling  at Shawnee Mission North Invita-
tional
Jan 30- Penn Drive Begins
 Girls Basketball at Blue Valley Southwest
Jan 31- Boys Basketballat Blue Valley Southwest
Feb 1- Clas of 2014 Enrollment
Feb 2- Groundhog Day
 Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas -  7:50 START
 Scholars Bowl  Regionals
Feb 3- Penny Drive Assembly
 STA Forensics Tournament
 Boys Basketball  vs. Blue Valley Northwest

In this Issue...

Aquinas offers Book Club for Men, 
 Campus News,Page 3
Walk for Life in Topeka, 
 Campus News, Page 4
Berger remembers family tragedy, 
 Campus News,Page 5
Senior named Miss Kansas Teen USA, 
 Campus News Page 7
Senioritis hits senior during second semester,   
 Centerspread Pages 8-9
Aquinas remembers former teacher
 Features, Page 12
“Maul of the Dead” coming to Stage
 Entertainment, Page 14
Teacher should model habits to students,
 Opinions, Page 15
Alumni Drake Dunsmore named Big 10 conference Tight- End of the Year,
 Sports, Page 19

Sopho-
mores-19

Seniors- 20

Juniors- 18

Freshman-11

Baile Winslow | The Medallion

Senior Scott Davis dances with his mother at the Mother-Son Dance on January 7. The dance was the final mother-son 
dance for Davis and his mother. The dance’s theme was “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”, and many moms and sons 
showed up in their best sports attire.

Mothers and sons dance the night away
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Saint Thomas Aquinas has 
instituted a father-son book 
club in an effort to encour-
age males to read outside of 
school.  

Statistics show that reading 
is not as popular among teenage 
males as it is females. The club 

is meant to be a father and son 
activity. Both read the book and 
then there 
is a series of 
three meet-
ings where 
all the fathers 
and sons get 
together to 
discuss the 
book. 

The first 
book is “The 
Lords of Discipline” by Pat 
Conroy. The novel takes place 
in an all-boy military academy in 
the late 1960s.

“It’s a real male story,” 
English teacher Craig Ewing 

said.
Ewing will be leading the 

first 
book 
club 
meet-
ing on 
Janu-
ary 29 
in the 
li-
brary. 
The-

ology Department Chairman 
Ryan Best and theology teacher 
William Weiler will be leading 
the second. The opportunity to 
lead was given to the whole male 
staff at Aquinas. According to 

English Teacher Paula McCar-
thy, the meetings are going to 
be interactive and fun.  

McCarthy is responsible for 
starting this club.

“My job is to get people to 
read. I’m always coming up with 
ways to encourage this,” Mc-
Carthy said. 

McCarthy said the boys are 
going to find that reading can be 
fun and you are able to get a lot 
more out of a book by talking 
about it with others. 

“If a son sees his dad 
reading, they’re more prone to 
read,” McCarthy said. 

“[The club] promotes the 
enjoyment of reading,” Ewing 

said. 
The turnout has not been 

significant as there are currently 
three pairs of fathers and sons 
signed up but Ewing said it is a 
tough time for students to fit 
this into their busy schedules 
and he hopes it will continue 
into the summer when the avail-
ability might be better. 

“We get a lot of ‘maybes’ 
and ‘hope so’s.’ People want to 
do it, it’s just a matter of finding 
time,” McCarthy said. 

Ewing encourages boys at 
Aquinas to join the club.

“Reading is a skill that 
makes you better at everything 
you do. It’s a life-long skill.” g

Book club promotes reading for boys

ELIZABETH ROMME
Reporter

A new interactive book club 
was started to make reading 
more popular among high 
school boys.

“Reading is a skill that makes 
you better at everything you 
do. It’s a lifelong skill.”

- Craig Ewing
English teacher
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Creating your story at JCCC ...

“I’m growing as a person and 
a student at JCCC.”

Erika, Student
Johnson County Community College
12345 College Blvd. | Overland Park, KS 66210
913-469-8500 | www.jccc.edu
“Like” JCCC at facebook.com/JCCC411 

Three bus loads with 
90 Saint Thomas Aquinas 
students traveled to Topeka to 
attend a pro-life rally Monday. 

Joined together by a 
common goal to outlaw abor-
tion in the United States, the 
students joined other students 
from other schools around the 

state to protest the legality of 
abortion. 

They joined together at 
the Topeka Performing Arts 
Center for a Mass praying for 
courage and protection for the 
marchers, and wisdom for the 
leaders of the United States 
government to outlaw abor-
tion. 

From there, the students 
picked up signs and marched 
from the Topeka Performing 
Arts Center to the Kansas 
state capitol building, where 
they met Knights of Colum-
bus, and multiple pro-life 
Kansas state legislators. 

They heard speeches from 
many legislators urging them 
to keep fighting, and being 
told that the youth movement 
was so crucial to the direction 
of the pro-life movement. 
Stories were told from pro-life 
governor Sam Brownback that 
asked the question "What if?" 
He said that abortion takes 
away the possibility of "what 
if?" 

The rally ended with the 
legislators asking the youth 
in attendance to keep fight-
ing until the Roe vs. Wade 
decision of 1973 had been 
reversed.  g

Students march for life

BEN GARTLAND
Reporter

Aquinas students joined 
other Kansas students to 
march in Topeka.

Ben Gartland | The Shield

Students participate in the 2012 March for Life in Topeka Monday.

Senior yearbook ads are due Feb. 24
forms available at www.stasaints.net/medallion
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Multicultural club started

ALEXIS LEIKER
Managing/News Editor

The multicultural club was 
started to promote cultural 
diversity among students

“Our world is at cross-
roads between ignorance 
and understanding.”

- Harry Schaefer
senior

Emily Seib | The Shield

The Multicultural Club enjoys an Indian lunch at the Paradise India restaurant.  Pictured (from left to right) Seniors 
Elizabeth Dehaemers, Susannah McCord, Harry Schaefer, Jack Goza, Maggie Foley and junior Tim Schaefer.

Berger family 
remembers tragedy

EMILY SEIB
Last Look Editor

Chris Berger reflects on the 
night his brother was bru-
tally murdered.

Every	four	years,	science	
teacher	Chris	Berger's	family	
relives	their	grief	for	the	son	
they	lost.

38	years	ago,	Berger's	
brother	was	brutally	murdered.	
The	man,	who	killed	Berger's	
brother	and	his	babysitter,	is	
currently	in	jail	and	is	coming	
up	to	parole	soon.	He	is	serv-
ing	two	consecutive	150	year	
sentences	with	the	chance	of	
parole	every	four	years.

The	murderer	was	a	family	
friend	of	the	Berger’s	who	lived	
in	the	other	half	of	the	duplex	
they	lived	in.	He	came	over	on	
New	Year’s	Eve	to	borrow	a	
table,	but	instead	killed	the	son	
and	the	babysitter.

“He	killed	them	by	stab-
bing	and	punching	them	until	
they	died,”	Berger	said.

He	tried	to	cover	up	his	

tracks	by	setting	the	house	on	
fire,	but	the	babysitter's	family,	
knowing	something	was	wrong,	
came	before	the	fire	did	too	
much	damage.

Berger	wants	people	to	
learn	from	his	brother's	mur-
der.	His	mom	never	trusted	the	
neighbor	and	she	never	knew	
why.	Those	gut	feelings	were	
true.

“Always	be	aware,”	Berger	
said.	“If	something	doesn't	feel	
right,	it	might	not	be	right.”

Berger	never	met	his	
brother,	but	the	murder	still	af-
fects	him	because	he	never	got	
to	grow	up	with	the	brother	he	
deserved.	Every	four	years	the	
family	had	to	revisit	the	night	
of	the	murder	by	visiting	the	
parole	board	to	make	sure	he	
does	not	get	released.

The	Bergers	want	the	Saint	
Thomas	Aquinas	community's	
help	to	keep	him	in	jail.	They	
want	the	community	to	write	
letters	to	the	parole	board.	As	a	
whole,	the	community	should	
get	a	petition	going	to	send	to	
the	board	to	show	them	that	
a	whole	community	feels	that	
this	man	should	stay	in	jail.	g

 Interested in writing a letter?  
 Contact:

 Parole Board
 3400 Knipp Dr

 Jefferson City, MO 65109

 Case number: 00028450

One	of	Saint	Thomas	
Aquinas’	newest	clubs	is	the	
multicultural	club,	started	by	
senior	Harry	Schaefer.		It	was	
created	to	help	raise	awareness	
about	different	cultures	and	help	
students	become	more	cultur-
ally	accepting.

“We	are	just	starting	up	this	
year	but	our	goal	is	to	promote	
being	more	culturally	accepting	
and	learning	more	about	other	
cultures	since	Aquinas	is	very	
white	upper	class,”	said	Vice	
President	of	multicultural	club	
Susannah	McCord.	

The	club	meets	regularly	

to	discuss	upcoming	events	and	
learn	about	various	cultures.		
They	also	eat	at	different	ethnic	
restaurants	to	learn	more	about	
each	culture.

Senior	Madeline	Malley	
recalls	
her	ex-
perience	
of	eating	
at	a	Thai	
restau-
rant	with	
the	multi-
cultural	
club.

“I	
got	paid	$3	to	eat	a	chili	pep-
per,”	Malley	said.	“I	had	the	
perfect	straight	face	and	then	
someone	made	me	laugh	and	my	
mouth	caught	on	fire!		There	
were	no	refills	on	water	so	I	
had	to	keep	sucking	on	ice	and	
drinking	pop.		It	took	10	min-
utes	for	it	to	stop	burning.”

Schaefer	wanted	to	cre-

ate	the	club	so	students	can	be	
more	aware	of	the	cultures	that	
surround	them	and	also	to	help	
break	down	stereotypes	that	
come	with	them.

“Our	world	is	at	crossroads	
between	
ignorance	and	
understand-
ing.		That’s	
where	the	
multicultural	
club	comes	
in,”	Schaefer	
said.

Although	
the	club	is	

mainly	seniors	right	now,	it	is	
open	to	all	who	would	like	to	
join	or	who	are	interested	in	
learning	more	about	different	
cultures.

“Diversity	is	like	art;	the	
more	you	understand	it,	the	
more	you	can	appreciate	it,”	said	
Schaefer.	g
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Pyle explains logic of shadows’ name change

MADISON PETRACEK
Entertainment Editor

Eight words at a conference 
prompts Diane Pyle change 
program name to “Saint for 
a Day.”

Diane Pyle walked into the 
National Enrollment Confer-
ence of Catholic Schools in June 
2010 to see what other schools 
were doing to increase their en-
rollment, but she never expected 
the “Shadow” program reforma-
tion that came from it. 

During a large group session 
of more than 100 people, the 

speaker at the conference asked 
if anyone was still using the term 
“shadows” for eighth grade visi-
tors. Surprisingly, Pyle was the 
only one to raise her hand.  
Eight simple 
words from 
the speech 
following 
that ques-
tion have 
stuck in 
Pyle’s mind: 
“Call them 
what you 
want them 
to be.” 

These words were used to 
help Pyle redevelop the shadow 
program at Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas.   

“I want them to be a ‘Saint.’ 
That is the goal. So my thought 
was for them to come in and be 
a ‘Saint for a Day,’” Pyle said.   

Pyle’s driving purpose is for 
eighth grad-
ers to visit 
and want 
to come to 
Aquinas. 

“If we 
are calling 
them ‘shad-
ows’ all day, 
what does 
that mean? 
They are 

shadowing somebody. It does 
not mean that they are going to 
be here,” Pyle said. 

The conference also led 

to the idea of the “Saints for a 
Day” to wear nametags. Other-
wise, Aquinas students will call 
the eighth graders “Shadows” 
because the students do not 
know what 
else to call 
them. Now, 
if a student 
meets a 
“Saint for 
a Day,” the 
student can 
call the visi-
tor by their 
first name.

“It is hard to break out of 
that hole, though, because we 
have been calling them “Shad-
ows” for the past nine years. It 
is hard to call them a ‘Saint for 

a Day,’ but that is why we have 
them wear nametags,” Pyle said.  

The best thing to do if one 
cannot see a “Saint for a Day’s” 
name tag is to say “we have a 

guest.” 
They are in 
the home of 
Saint Thom-
as Aqui-
nas, and 
at home, 
visitors 
are called 
guests.  

“My whole idea behind 
this is to make people feel more 
comfortable, more accepted, and 
more welcome,” Pyle said. G

“I want them to be a 
‘Saint,’ That is the goal. 
So my thought was for 
them to come in and be 
a ‘Saint for a Day,’”

- Diane Pyle
director of admissions

“My whole idea behind 
this is to make people 
feel more comfortable, 
more accepted, and 
more welcome,”

- Pyle 
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Six months of preparation, 
rehearsals, preliminary rounds, 
swimsuit and evening wear com-
petitions, interviews, final rounds 
and crowning. This definitely is 
not a pageant for toddlers.

On December 11, 2011, Katie 
Taylor was crowned Miss Kansas 
Teen USA at the state pageant in 
Wichita. Taylor, who represented 
Southern Johnson County in 
the competition, was chosen to 
represent the state over 28 other 
teenage contestants.   Taylor was 
crowned queen after only compet-
ing in three other pageants before 
the state competition.

Taylor described the moment 
she was crowned as astonishing.

“It was kind of like a black 
out,” Taylor said. “I was so excited 
that I don’t remember exactly 
what happened.”

Taylor is one of four Aqui-
nas students to win the title. The 
crown was previously held by 
Lindsey Mackey (2000), Jes-
sie Colona (2008), and Alexis 
Rewalt (2009). Taylor said she was 
congratulated by most of the girls 
after her victory.

“It is great to have four Aqui-
nas girls win,” Taylor said. “It is a 
great reflection of the school.”

 The pageant is sponsored by 
the Miss USA organization, which 
is owned by the Donald Trump 
Company.  The Miss Kansas Teen 
USA pageant was the second 
Donald Trump pageant that 
Taylor competed in. Taylor will 
compete in the Miss Teen USA 
competition in the summer, which 
will take place at the Paradise 
Island resort in the Bahamas.

Taylor began competing in 
pageants in July 2010, but has 

been modeling since she was in 
8th grade. Taylor said that she 
was encouraged to do pageants 
in order to stay active in the 
slow Kansas City modeling 
market.

“Pageants help me get 
my name out there,” Taylor 
said. 

Taylor began preparing 
for the Miss Kansas Teen USA 
pageant six months before the 
competition. Preparations for 
the pageant included apply-
ing for the competition, which 
includes a phone interview with 
the Kansas pageant’s producers, 
VanBros and associates. After 
being accepted to the pageant, 
Taylor began months of prepar-
ing outfits for the competition 
and also practicing her stage 
presence.

“I prepared for this this 
pageant longer than anything 
else,” Taylor said. “I’ll spend 
even more time now prepar-
ing for Nationals.”

 When the weekend of the 
pageant arrived, more preparation 
was needed to make the show 
perfect.

“We had a lot of rehearsals 
before the actual competition,” 
Taylor said.

The competition was spread 
out over three days, which meant 
that each day involved a different 
round of the pageant. Contestants 
checked into the hotel on Friday, 
spent Saturday morning preparing 
for the Saturday Night preliminar-
ies competitions for the swimsuit 
and evening wear rounds.

After the Saturday Night 
rounds, Sunday’s competition be-
gins with the Interview round of 
the preliminaries. The final show 
began on Sunday night, as the Top 
15 contestants were announced. 
From there the Top 15 competed 
in the final rounds for swimsuit 
and evening wear. After  the   final 
rounds, the top 5 were announced 
and then were interviewed by the 
judges on stage. After the inter-

views, the runners-up, follow by 
the new Miss Kansas Teen USA 
were announced.

After hearing her name called 
as the winner, Taylor hugged 
her fellow contestants and also 
congratulated Miss Kansas USA 
winner, Gentry Miller of Overland 
Park, KS

 “I started to tear-up 
when I was crowned,” Taylor said.

Taylor stated that while pag-
eants may seem like they are full 
of mean girls, they are actual not 
what most people think. 

“I’m competitive,” Taylor 
said. “That is just what happens 
when everyone is trying to get the 
same thing.”

Although the pageants are 
competitive, Taylor said that 
the Kansas pageants is still very 
friendly and welcoming.

“Kansas is the nicest state for 
pageants. We actually help each 
other,” Taylor said. “ You hear 
a lot of stories of girls trying to 
sabotage each other at Nationals.”

As part of her duties as Miss 
Kansas Teen USA, Taylor must 

make at least six unpaid appear-
ances.  Taylor is allowed to make 
other appearances and has already 
done so. Taylor has appeared  on 
KCTV 5 news and recently was in-
troduced during a basketball game 
at the University of Kansas.

Recently, Taylor appeared 
alongside Miss Kansas USA at the 
Saints Classic Basketball Tour-
nament to raise money for the 
Donald Ross Elliot III fund, an 
organization that raises money 

to provide college scholarships to 
kids who have defeated cancer. 
Taylor and Miller raised 411 dol-
lars for the chartiable cause.

As Taylor gets ready to com-
pete in the Bahamas this summer, 
she reflected on what pageants 
have meant to her.

“Pageants have boosted my 
self confidence and made me 
believe that I can do more than I 
think,” Taylor said. g

Senior crowned Miss Kansas Teen USA

CARA OLDENHUIS
Editor-in-Chief

Katie Taylor will represent 
Kansas in the 2012 Miss 
Teen USA pageant.

Courtesy of Katie Taylor

Taylor was crowned Miss Kansas Teen USA on December 11, 2011.  She will compete in the national compe-

tition this summer.

Courtesy of Katie Taylor

Taylor stands with Miss Kansas USA winner Gentry Miller.
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said. “We need to be put together all of  
the time. We’re expected to do communi-
ty service, help at home, keep a steady job 
and get good grades all at the same time. 
It’s difficult to keep up.”

This causes stu-
dents to scrimp for 
time, eliminating basic 
things such as sleep or 
increasing the amount 
of  multitasking.

“When my coach 
tells me to sleep more, 
I can’t.” senior Carly 
Van Blaricum said. “I 
have too much home-

work and too many demands.” 
 Experts such as Denise Clark 

Pope, Ph.D., a lecturer at Stanford Uni-
versity and author of  “Doing School” 
insists that many high school students 
enroll in more difficult classes than they 
can handle and then add on the extra ac-
tivities. To reduce stress, she recommends 
working out and allowing some room for 
error. If  students were more inclined to 
schedule more sleep and time to relax, 
“We would not be in the situation we are 
today. It would be a dramatic change,” 
she said. g

said they had been burnt out before, 30 
reported that they had also become ill due 
to stress. 

Junior Michael Swett explained that 
even though stress had caused him to be 
ill before, burnout af-
fects him differently.

“I can’t sleep when 
I’m burnt out,” he said. 
“I have episodes of  
insomnia.”

  Because of  the 
alarming statistics, doc-
tors fear that the long 
periods of  stress due 
to ambitious academ-
ics will lead to even more sleeplessness, 
illness and depression. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas’s mission state-
ment presents a challenge that some stu-
dents have difficulty with. The statement 
is “to challenge and nurture young men 
and women to develop their God-given 
spiritual, intellectual, social and physi-
cal potential, and to help them become 
life-long learners and responsible citizens 
guided by Catholic values.”

But students are finding it difficult to 
cope with such demands from school, 
home, work and extracurricular activities.

“Kids in high school are expected to 
be superheroes,” senior Noel Nightingale 

Eighty percent of  the 55 Saint 
Thomas Aquinas students 
polled 

reported that they 
had experienced the 
stress-related issue of  
“burnout.”

Burnout, accord-
ing to Dictionary.
com, is “the physical 
or mental collapse 
caused by overwork 
or stress.” This can 
range from mild headaches and illness to 
depression-like symptoms such as disin-
terest and refusal to function.

A study published by the American 

ning from 1980-2004 published by The 
American Psychological Association have 
concluded that stress has a negative ef-
fect on the immune system. The studies 
showed no correlation between the sever-
ity of  the stress and the damage to the 
immune system. Conversely, the body’s 
ability to fight off  illness worsened as the 
subject spent more time stressed.

Though the im-
pact of  stress-related 
illness was much 
higher for the already 
sick and elderly, first-
year college and high 
school students were 

also at a disadvantage.
While 44 of  the 55 students polled 
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Students find themselves more and more stressed by the pressure to 
succeed, causing burnout and other health issues.

“Colleges are seeing a 
generation of students who 
appear to be manifesting 
increased signs of depres-
sion, anxiety, perfectionism 
and stress.”

- Stress Study 2007,
American Academy of Pediatrics

“I can’t sleep when I’m 
burnt out. I have episodes 
of insomnia.”

- Michael Swett,
junior

“Kids in high school are ex-
pected to be superheroes...
We’re expected to do commu-
nity service, help at home, keep a 
steady job and get good grades all 
at the same time. It’s difficult to 
keep up.”

- Noel Nightingale,
senior

Academy of  Pediatrics in 2007 reported 
that too much work and too little play for 
kids and teenagers could backfire down 

the road. 
“Colleges are seeing a 

generation of  students who 
appear to be manifesting 
increased signs of  depres-
sion, anxiety, perfectionism 
and stress,” the 
report said.

 “I’m sick a 
lot because of  
stress in gener-

al,” junior Brian Gier said. “It 
doesn’t help that I’m worried 
about my waiver either.”

More than 300 studies on stress span-

by the NUMB3RS+
Stress

35The percent of students 
who were most stressed by school.

 students responded 
to this poll.

Data collected  by CAROLE TRICKEY/Centerspread Editor

16The amount of 
students who were most intimidated 
by the pressure to succeed.

55          The percent of students polled 
have become sick due to stress.

80 percent of students polled 
have been “burnt out.”

Story and design by Carole Trickey, Centerspread Editor
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The Kauffman Center showcases the arts 

MIKE ESTES
Reporter

The perfection of  art and 
design makes the Kauffman 
Center a Kansas City icon. 

Kansas City has continued 
to progress into the future of 
architecture. Perhaps the largest 
innovation in Kansas City his-
tory is the Kauffman Center for 
the Performing Arts. 

Designers and architects of 
the $413 million Kauffman Cen-
ter feel that it represents a giant 
harp with its’ long cables stretch-
ing from ground level to the roof 
of the building. Every aspect, 
including the glass, was carefully 
thought out to exemplify the 
Kansas City skyline. It is made 
with low iron content to make it 
even more transparent. With the 
windows stretching around the 
entire back half of the building, 
all of south Kansas City and the 
setting sun are viewable. The 
center is seen as a gathering area 
for Kansas City and a museum 
for the arts. The Brandmeyer 
Great Hall serves as a gathering 
area for The Muriel Kauffman 
Theatre and The Helzberg Hall. 
Both theatre guests enjoy the gift 
shop and refreshments bar, while 
viewing panoramic views of the 
south Kansas City skyline. 

The first of the two theaters, 
The Muriel Kauffman Theatre, 
has new innovative features to 
help guests enjoy the show. The 
theatre has 1,800 seats including 
22 boxes. Each seat has a monitor 
in front of them to aid in under-
standing the language in foreign 
operas and plays. Local artists 
at the Kansas City Art Institute 
show their work through the 
murals surrounding the theatre. 
The front two rows of the the-
atre  provide exclusive viewing of 
the orchestra pit. It also includes 
an extra silent HVAC system to 

minimize noise during events. 
The Muriel Kauffman Theatre is 
comparable to some of the most 
well-known theatres in the world. 
There is equal flying space above 
the stage to that of The Lincoln 
Center in New York. The stage 
is large enough to fit almost half 
of a Boeing 707 aircraft, as will 
be done in the Lyric Opera’s 
“Nixon in China.”

Junior Sarah Gabriel, who 
has attended “The Nutcracker” 
and “Mozart & Rachmaninoff” at 
Kauffman, said “People from all 
over the world want to perform 
[at Kauffman], which not only 
brings in tons of money to the 
KC economy, it also allows us to 
experience the finest in fine arts 
there is to offer.”

When constructing both 
theatres, the acoustics were 
thought out so that each of the 
1,600 audience members hear 
the same thing. Whether you’re 
sitting in the highest point of the 
theatre or the lowest, the acous-
tics of the Helzberg Hall give 
each audience member the same 
glorious, exquisite sounds from 
the symphony orchestras. A large 
centerpiece in The Helzberg 
Hall is the organ which will be 
unveiled in the spring after being 
shipped from Quebec, Canada. It 
contains 5,548 pipe organs with 
102 different ranks. Each rank is 
a collection of pipes that make 
the same sound. The organ will 
rise above the orchestra and will 
be a focal point and contrast to 
the light wood that surrounds 
the entire theatre.

“The sound just surrounds 
you.” Kauffman Center board 
member Shirley Helzberg said.

“The Helzberg Hall looks 
very much like the inside of a 
ship; it’s made mostly of wood 
with a bowing sort of shape.” 
Gabriel said.

The Kauffman Center also 
represents the non-performing 
arts. Because people did not want 

to view the parking garage, it 
was built low with foam coat-
ing its’ top, instead of soil. The 
foam is tough enough to hold 
everything a usual park would. 
A sand purifying system filters 
water that passes through the 
foam and cleans it to irrigate 
plants. The garage is not only 
economical from the park, but 
also from using LED lighting and 
having an electric car charging 
station. Valet parking is also an 
option. The center also supports 
the One Percent for Art program 
which says that one percent of 
construction budgets must go 
towards art. Therefore, the grand 
staircase in the parking garage is 
accompanied with show lights 
and music from three different 
artists. 

The Kauffman Center for 
the Performing Arts now plays 
home for the Kansas City Sym-
phony, the Kansas City Ballet, 
and the Lyric Opera. The sym-
phony and ballet no longer have 
to share the same venue which 
means more shows. g

Mike Estes | The Shield

Above: The backside of the Kauffman Center in Kansas City, MO. Below left, 
Helzberg Hall. Below right, the Muriel Kauffman Theatre, both in the Kauffman 
Center for the Preforming Arts.
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Students, alum travel to Germany over break

ANNIE SCHUGART
Reporter

German students traveled to 
Munich, Dauchau, Rothen-
burg and Vienna.

Six Saint Thomas Aquinas 
students and two alums had an 
opportunity of a lifetime: travel-
ing to Germany and experiencing 
the culture and language of Ger-
many not found in classrooms.

“[Germany] way exceeded 
my expectations,” senior Jamie 
Lacy said.

After a seven hour plane 
flight from Chicago, the students 
along with Frau Nickum, who is 
the German teacher at Aquinas, 
arrived in Munich, Germany.

“I really liked going to Mu-
nich because it was kind of like a 
New York City type place,” said 
Lacy.

From here they went to 
the city of Dauchau and learned 
about concentration camps, then 
to see castles, then to the medi-
eval town of Rothenburg, then to 
Salzburg to learn about the life 
of Mozart, and finally to Vienna. 
The total trip was nine days.

“We went on a lot of city 
tours,” Lacy said. “Every city we 
went to, we walked around with a 
tour guide and learned about the 
history and the architecture.”

Nickum, who has gone to 
Germany multiple times with 
Aquinas students since 1992, 
explained the main differences 
between Germany and America.

“Germans walk a lot more 
than we do. There were a lot 
of people out in the middle of 
winter riding bikes to and from 
work,” Nickum said. “They eat 
a lot of fresh fruit. They still had 
fresh markets in the city square 
in the middle of winter.”

Lacy said, “They’re really 
energy efficient and some of the 
hotel rooms had this thing where 
you put your room key in it in 
order for the lights to turn on. 
So when you left the room, there 
was no way for the power to keep 
running. It was pretty genius.”

Another difference was 
everything seemed older in Ger-
many, according to Lacy.

“Everything is just so much 
different looking in Germany 
than America,” Lacy said.

For Casey Craig, a senior 
who also went on the trip, the 
main difference he thought of 
was everyone drove Mercedes 
and BMWs. 

“They are a lot more socialist 
in Europe than we are in Ameri-
ca. It works there, but would be 
hard to implement here,” Craig 
said, explaining that the govern-
ment controls many aspects from 
health care to housing.

The students also got to 
experience traditional German 
food.

“[The food] was incredible. 
We tasted a lot of typical Ger-
man foods—wiener schnitzel, 
sausages,” Nickum said. “Their 
breads are awesome. I could sit in 
a corner and just stuff myself.”
Lacy and Craig agreed; the food 
was incredible.

“They had so much amazing 
bread. I ate a chunk of bread for 
every meal,” said Lacy.
Craig agreed.
, “The food was out of this 
world, definitely,” Craig said. 

Because the students went to 
many tourist locations, the com-
munication was not too difficult. 
The students could all speak 
some German, and most people 
there could speak some English, 
so communication was possible.

“[Communication] wasn’t 
like impossible. But one lady 
kept asking me if I had twenty 
five cents, and I was like, I don’t 

know what you’re saying. And 
she just kind of  looked at me 
like I was stupid,” said Lacy.

Despite minor lapses in 
communication, speaking Ger-
man in the ultimate setting 
proved to be an incredible learn-
ing opportunity.

“My German improved more 
in the nine days than it did in 
three years of taking the class,” 
said Craig.

The students explained that 
the German trip was an unforget-
table experience.

“It was a very educational, 
hands-on trip. They had the op-
portunity to experience the Ger-
man food and culture and have 
a chance to speak the language 
and practice their German skills,” 
Nickum said. 

Lacy agreed.
“If you have an opportu-

nity to go on a school trip, go, 
because they’re a lot of fun,” 
Lacy said.

Craig agreed and said 
enthusiastically, “Deutschland, 
Deutschland, über alles, über 
alles in der Welt,” translating 
into, “Germany, Germany above 
everything, above everything in 
the world.” g

Courtesy of Michelle McOsker

Left: A Saint Thomas 
Aquinas group pic-
ture in St. Gilgen’s.

 Left to right:       
Aquinas alum        

Michelle McOsker, 
senior Jamie Lacy, 

senior Mark 
McOsker, German 

teacher Judy Nickum 
and senior Casey 

Craig.

Above middle: St. 
Stephan’s Cathedral 

in Vienna. 

Above: A street in 
Rothenburg.   
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Former teacher passes away from long time disease

CARA OLDENHUIS
Editor-in-Chief

Former teacher Deborah 
Dilloway passed away due to 
kidney failure in 2011. 

Deborah Dilloway, a former 
Chemistry teacher who departed 
from Aquinas in 2009, will 
membered by the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas community for her 
passion for teaching and perse-
verance  in facing an illness that 
she struggled with for most of 
her life.

Dilloway was born in 1968 
in San Diego, CA. She graduated 
from Crawford High School in 
San Diego and Mount St. Mary’s 
College in Los Angeles.  Dil-
loway moved to Kansas and 
later began working at Aquinas 
in 2000. Dilloway was a devout 
Catholic who never wavered in 
faith throughout her life. Dillo-
way retired 
from teach-
ing in 2009 
and returned 
to San Diego 
to be with 
her family. 
Dilloway 
received 
a kidney 
transplant in 2010, but transplant 
was eventually rejected by her 
body.   After her kidney failed, 
Dilloway passed away peacefully 
at the age of 43.

Dilloway lived with Kidney 
failure for the majority of her 
life, a disease that caused many 
health problems for her. Dil-
loway, however, lived her life to 
the fullest extent possible, even 
though she faced years of painful 
treatment for her disease. 
When Dilloway was four years 
old, she contracted a case of 
strep throat. Most strep throat 
infections can be cured easily 
with antibiotics, but Dilloway’s 
sickness did not go away quickly 

and left her with an infection in 
her kidney, making her kidney 
not function properly. Without 
her kidneys being able to process 
correctly, Dilloway’s other or-
gans began to slowly shut down.
According to science teacher Iris 
Flournoy, the kidney’s function 
in the human body is to purify 

the blood 
and get rid 
of nitrog-
enous waste. 
After the 
infection, 
Dilloway’s 
body was 
not able to 
purify the 

blood, therefore making her urea 
levels high. To treat the high 
levels of urea, Dilloway had to 
undergo dialysis, a process that 
involves removing waste and 
excess water from the blood. 

Dilloway was forced to un-
dergo dialysis three times a week 
for approximately 3 hours each 
time. Even though the treatment 
process was long and difficult, 
Flournoy said that dialysis did 
not hold Dilloway back from liv-
ing her life.

“She was one of the only 
people I know that was able to 
work and receive treatment at the 
same time,” Flournoy said. “I’m 
amazed by her.”

Even though her treatment 
made her life more difficult, Dil-
loway was determined to live her 
life fully. She was dedicated to 
her students, as she often went 
from helping students after-
school to receiving dialysis treat-
ments after. The dialysis treat-
ment often wore out Dilloway, 
but Flournoy said 
that Dilloway tried 
her hardest to be 
at school each day 
for her students.
“She was an 
excellent example 
to the students 
as well as me,” 
Flournoy said. 

Flournoy also 
said that Dilloway 
was a great asset to the Science 
Department, adding that she still 
uses many of the Chemistry labs 
today that Dilloway created her-
self. Flournoy described the day 
Dilloway told the science depart-
ment she was leaving Aquinas as 
a sad but joyful day as well.

“Her eyes were sparkling 
and her skin color was good,” 
Flournoy said. “She looked well 
that day.”

Knowing that she needed 
to make the most out of life, 
Dilloway sought out adventure 
in many different opportunities. 
She was an avid Kansas Royals 
Fan, and served as an usher at 
Kauffman Stadium during the 
summers. Dilloway worked along 
the third base line and loved to 
watch the Royals play. When 
she returned to San Diego, Dil-
loway continued her work as an 
usher for the San Diego Padres. 
According to Flournoy, how-
ever, the Royals were Dilloway’s 
favorite baseball team.

Due to her love of the Roy-
als and Kauffman Stadium, Dillo-
way had a dream of visiting every 
baseball park in the country. She 
traveled to many different cities 
with her families to visit vari-
ous stadiums. The difficult thing 
about traveling for Dilloway; 

however, was that she had to 
schedule dialysis treatments in 
the cities she was traveling to.
Dilloway also had a great passion 
for her family, specifically her 
niece and nephew.  

A few weeks before her 
death, Dilloway watched the 
movie “The Lion, the Witch, and 

the 
Ward-
robe” 
with 
her 
niece 
and 
neph-
ew. 
Her 
neph-
ew be-

came frightened at the part when 
Aslan, the character that repre-
sents Jesus in the story, is killed 
by the other animals. Dilloway 
told her nephew not to worry 
because in the end the Lion turns 
out alright. Dilloway explains 
this same situation to the chil-
dren about her disease. “Don’t 
worry about me,” Dilloway told 
them. “I will be alright.” g

“She was one of the only 
people I know that was 
able to work and recieve 
treatment at the same 
time.”

- Iris Flournoy
Science teacher

“She was an excellent 
example to the students 
as well as me.”

- Iris Flournoy
Science teacher

Name | Publication

Former Aquinas teacher Deb Dilloway 
in 

Donations  in 
memory of 
Deborah Dilloway 
can be made to 
the National 
Kidney Founda-
tion in support of 
those suffering 
from the disease.

Timeline of Deb 
Dilloway’s Life

•	  Born in 1968 in San 
Diego, California

•	  Contracted Kidney 
Disease after a case 
of strep throat at age 
4

•	 Graduated from 
Crawford High 
School in San Diego

•	  Graduated from 
Mount St. Mary’s Col-
lege

•	  Recieved teaching 
credentials from San 
Diego State Univer-
sity

•	  Moved to Kansas
•	  Worked  in the 

Research and Devel-
opment department 
at Harcos Chemical 
Company.

•	 Began teaching 
chemistry at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas

•	 Began working for 
the Kansas City 
Royals as an Usher, 
worked there for 18 
years

•	 Recieved Master’s in 
Science of Education 
from Montana State 
University in 2009

•	 Returned to San 
Diego and worked 
as an Usher for the 
Padres

•	 Lived with family in 
san Diego until death 
on Decmber 22, 2011
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Student performs alongside professional dancers

Freshman Carolyn Radke 
performed in the Kansas City 
Ballet’s “The Nutcracker” along-
side professional dancers in the 
new Kauffman Center for the 
Performing Arts.

Radke is an experienced 
performer; this year marked her 
eighth year participating in “The 
Nutcracker.” However, this year 
was especially exciting because 
she was able to perform in the 
Kauffman Center, which opened 
in September.

“[Performing at the Kauff-
man Center], oh, it was so cool! 
The stage was so nice, and it just 
felt more professional,” Radke 
said.

Kimberly Cowen, the prin-
cipal professional dancer now in 
her 20th season with the Kansas 
City Ballet company who played 
the lead role of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy, said,“Every dancer rises 
to a new level when you know 
people are watching.”

It all began for Radke when 

the Kansas City Ballet School 
held auditions for their students 
in September. 

“Auditions are competitive 
but in a friendly sort of way,” 
Radke said. “Auditions still make 
me nervous—not as much as 
they used too—but there’s still 
the voice in the back of all our 
heads wondering if we’ll make it 
or not.”

The hard work Radke has 
spent training at Kansas City Bal-
let—ever since she was a three-
year-old—definitely paid off 
when Radke received the audi-
tions results. She was a Mirliton.

The Mirliton dance, also 
referred to as Dance of the Reed 
Flutes or Dance of the Reed 
Pipes, is one of six Kingdom of 
Sweet dances, which make up a 
majority of the second act. 

Radke explained that in the 
“The Nutcracker,” the Mirliton 
dance consists of four students 
like Radke dancing along with 
one lead Mirliton, who is a com-
pany dancer.

“I was super excited because 
to this date it’s the best part I’ve 
ever had, and the best part I can 
have at my level,” Radke said.

Many hours went into 
preparing for the show, with 
rehearsals beginning in October. 
Radke said this was the one frus-
trating aspect that came along 

with participating. 
“I couldn’t do stuff with 

some of my school friends. I al-
ways had to be like, ‘Oh, I’ve got 
Nutcracker,’” Radke said.

But the rehearsals were more 

than worth it.  According to 
Radke, rehearsing and perform-
ing with professional dancers 
provided to be an incredible 
experience.

“Some [of the professional 
dancers] will take you aside, and 
they’ll teach you certain tech-
niques or tell you certain things 
to do,” Radke said. “I also take 
class with Kimberly Cowen, who 
is the principal dancer.”

Cowen provided similar 
reasoning from her viewpoint 
as a professional dancer. Cowen 
has now danced professionally 
for over 20 years but was once a 
young aspiring dancer like Radke.

“When I was a little younger 
than Carolyn, I was in this pro-
duction of ‘The Nutcracker,’ too. 
We all start somewhere,” Cowen 
said.

Cowen realizes and explains 
how beneficial the experience for 
young dancers performing on-
stage with professionals truly is.

“The benefit of getting to 
perform alongside professional 
dancers is remarkable. One, 
they get to see what it really 
takes to make it. They also get 
a rare chance at seeing us as real 
people just like them,” Cowen 
said. “They are usually inspired 
and work harder themselves as a 
result.”

Radke said if she chooses to 

pursue a dance career, she will 
have an edge against many other 
dancers because of the experienc-
es she has had with professional 
dancers.

Radke also explained that 
simply performing itself was 
beneficial.

 “Once I got into my cos-
tume and got onstage, it was all 
worth it,” Radke said. “You kind 
of forget those long hours you 
spent in the studio rehearsing and 
perfecting the dance once you get 
up there. Dancing onstage just 
makes it all worth it.”

Cowen, explaining the ben-
efits of performing, said, “It is 
very important for young dancers 
to perform. Yes, training is es-
sential, but I believe this is where 
they learn why they are really 
dancing.”

Radke received many op-
portunities to perform. The show 
was a split cast for Mirlitons, 
meaning they split the shows be-
tween different casts of dancers. 
Radke performed in seven shows 
total.

“‘The Nutcracker’ is a big 
part of Christmas for me, and 
I don’t know what I’d do from 
mid-October to Christmas with-
out it,” Radke said.g

Freshman performs with the 
Kansas City Ballet Nutcrack-
er in the Kauffman Center 
for the Performing Arts.

MEGAN LUCAS
Features Editor

ANNIE SCHUGART
Reporter

Courtesy of Carolyn Radke

Freshman Carolyn Radke dressed as 
Mirliton for her performance in Kan-
sas City Ballet’s “The Nutcracker.” 
This was Radke’s eighth year in “The 
Nutcracker.”

Students from large families share experiences
Upperclassmen explain the 
positives and negitive aspects 
of having large families. 

We’ve all seen the reality 
shows: there’s Jon and Kate Plus 
8 and 19 Kids and Counting. The 
shows make life look extremely 
hectic for families with lots of 

kids. Seniors Jack Goza and Phil 
Loughman and junior Kevin Wh-
iteside, life with eight plus kids is 
better than it seems. 

Goza has eight kids in his 
family, along with two dogs and 
a cat. 

Though having a large family 
has some downsides, with it be-
ing constantly noisy and sharing 
cars, Goza finds more positives 
than negatives.

“The upside is that you learn 
a lot,” Goza said. “It’s practical 

life experience. It teaches you 
how to get along with people 
when you don’t want to.”

Goza also shared a funny 
memory about his family.
“We left Meg at a pizza restau-
rant. She went to the restroom 
and no one noticed. My mom 
got a call from a random number 
saying ‘Meg is here and doesn’t 
know where to find you.’ “

Whiteside has nine kids in 
his family and like the Gozas, 
also has a similar memory.

“There was this one time, 
when my family was in huge rush 
to go somewhere. We get out 
the door, everyone was stressed, 
everybody had been yelling at 
each other, so the car ride there 
was dead silent,” Whiteside said. 
“We were halfway to wherever, 
and we realize: we had forgotten 
my little brother, Mike. In all the 
rush, he had gone to his room 
and was playing with his toys. He 
was still playing with them when 
we got back, half an hour later.”

Though having lots of sib-
lings may be fun, Whiteside also 
points out one of the downsides: 
hand-me-downs. 

Loughman, like Goza, has 
eight kids is his family.
“There’s always someone to talk 
to,” Loughman said. Loughman 
also pointed out another advan-
tage. Sometimes when people see 
their family eating, they pay for 
the entire meal.
“It rarely happens,” Loughman 
said. g
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“Maul of the Dead” to 
haunt  Aquinas stage

MEGAN LUCAS
Featured Editor

Maul of the Dead takes the 
audience to a zombie take-
over in the late 1970’s. 

Before, there were 
Egyptians, Nubians and slaves. 
Now it’s time to get ready for 
the zombies.

The Saint Thomas Aquinas 
theater department is putting 
on the show, Maul of the Dead 
on February 16, 18 and 19. The 
comedy is about a group of 
zombies who take over Kansas 
City while a group of people hide 
out in a JC Penny’s. 

“Two cops, Lewis and Frank 
get locked in a mall with two 
employees, Charlie and Donna 
and two newspeople,” senior 
Max Wilber said. “The goal is to 
stay alive.”

Wilber, who plays the cop 
Lewis, is excited for the show.

“I’ve never been in a zombie 
play,” Wilber said. “It’s going to 
be hilarious.”

Senior Courtney Bollig plays 
Wendy, a weathergirl. 

“Wendy’s serious,” Bollig 
said. “I’ve always played a silly 
girl, now I’m playing a grown 
woman.”

Besides trying to stay alive, 
Wendy is trying to get over her 
feelings for senior Jack Goza’s 
character, John, the “helicopter 
guy.”

“It’s a parody of the movie 
Dawn of the Dead,” performing 
arts department head Kim 
Harrison said. “It takes place in 
1978 and you can look forward 
to retro costumes.”

This past fall, Harrison 
went to a theater conference, 
where play publishing companies 
were selling their plays. Along 
with thinking that Maul of the 
Dead sounded fun, a company 
representative recommended it 
to her. 

“Werewolves, vampires and 
zombies are very in right now 
with culture,” Harrison said. 
“I’m very excited.”

Tickets are on sale now 
online at stasaints.net/theater 
for $5. 

“It’s a really funny, really 
fun show that I recommend 
everyone comes to,” Harrison 
said. “The cast is fantastic and 
who doesn’t like zombies?” G
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Junior Andrew Walberg and sophomore Spencer Gochis take a break between scenes while rehearsing for “Maul of the 
Dead” which opens at the Aquinas theater on January 16. 

Megan Lucas | The 
Shield

A group of 
zombies try to 
capture
sophomore 
Kathleen 
Mitchell so 
they can turn 
her into a zom-
bie. Tickets for 
the play are 
on sale now 
for $5. 
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Teachers play an intricate 
part of students’ lives while at 
school and can make small sacri-
fices to enhance learning.

Teachers appreciate students 
who are focused, ready to work, 
and honor all their commitments.

Students admire those same 
traits in their instructors. Though 
sometimes common courtesy 
is placed by the wayside in the 
event of emergencies or other 

mishaps, some rude actions from 
teachers have become habitual.

One of the main issues is 
teacher availability. According 
to their contract, teachers are 
required to be at school by 7:30 
a.m. This small and critical win-
dow of opportunity is not being 
used by some teachers, and it is 
the only opportunity available 
for those students who are busy 
after school since seminar is so 
restrictive.

Being available for 20 to 
30 minutes after school would 
also be helpful to a wide range 
of students. However, teach-
ers have other responsibilities 
outside their job and may be 
unable to work with students 
before, during or after school. 
Then the teacher should extend 

the courtesy and inform students 
when and where they are usually 
available specifically for one-on-
one help.

Stu-
dents, as 
a general 
rule, are 
to be on 
time and 
ready for 
each class. 
Teachers 
should 
be held to this standard as well. 
Occasionally a teacher will lose 
a fight with the copy machine or 
have just switched classrooms 
and run late, but when the action 
is routine, it appears hypocriti-
cal and impolite to the students. 
That rule applies especially to 

teachers who are consistently late 
yet berate students for forgetting 
an item for class in their locker. 
The teacher sets the tone for the 

class. Whether 
they wish to 
be productive 
is determined 
by their ac-
tions. Produc-
tive settings 
could also 
allow some 
time for in-

class work, so students may ask 
questions about the assignment 
at the time.

The teacher not only sets the 
level of productivity for the class, 
but the focus as well. Students 
are required to keep their cell 
phones off and in their lockers 

and if they are caught with it dur-
ing the day, even during passing 
period or to check the time, they 
are written up for a detention and 
required to pay a $5 fine. Plus, 
with an update on the cell phone 
rules in the student handbook 
as of last year, students also lose 
their waiver. This makes some 
teacher’s actions seem very 
hypocritical. Though The Shield 
staff recognizes that the teach-
ers and students are at different 
levels in the chain of command, 
the constant use of cell phones is 
unnecessary. 

Though fair does not always 
mean equal (we do not expect 
teachers to wear uniforms), 
students expect the same level of 
respect from teachers as teachers 
expect from their students. g

Teachers should model positive habits for students

THE SHIELD STAFF

Teachers should reform bad 
habits to help students.

A STAFF
EDITORIAL

“The teacher not only 
sets the level of produc-
tivity for the class, but the 
focus as well.”

- Shield Staff

Internet Privacy bill shoul not be passed

The novel “1984” warns 
us of a society that watches and 
controls everything we do.  If the 
Stop Online Piracy Act is passed, 
we are a step closer to a control-
ling government that thinks they 
can censor our free speech. 

By definition, piracy is 
the unauthorized use of copy-
righted material.

The bill is basically 
trying to restrict online access to 
sites that have pirated material. 
Pirated material includes music, 
movies, and games.

If the bill were to pass, 
users on YouTube would not be 
allowed to upload videos of them 
singing songs that are copy-
righted. 

When you search on 

Google, all links that have copy-
righted material will not show up. 

This would basically be 
a disaster, and take a toll on the 
economy. The Internet has pro-
vided millions of jobs through 
sites like YouTube. 

Another con to censor-
ship would make research and 
recreational use of the Internet 
much more of a hassle, thus mak-
ing research projects for students 
a nightmare.

The main goal of these 
bills is to cut us off from using 
sites across the sea like Pirate 
Bay. Pirate Bay is a Sweden based 
site where you can have easy ac-
cess to any show you want.

Obviously Pirate Bay 
needs to be shutdown, but do 
they have to hurt all these U.S. 
sites just to stop them?

SOPA could easily ruin 
some of your favorite web sites 
like Twitter, YouTube, and Face-
book. The list goes on and on. 

When Lamar Smith 
introduced the bill, Internet 
users and many business own-

ers went berserk. The Internet 
went through an infamous phase 
known as “The Blackout.”

Wikipedia shut off all 
access to use of their site for a 
day, and Google blacked out 
their signature Google sign on 
the homepage. 

Not only did Google 
censor their sign, but they also 
created an anti-censorship peti-
tion. 4.5 million people signed 
the petition.  Then they urged 
Internet users to contact the 
Government, and complain about 
the bill. 
 Congress has delayed 
the vote for the bill as of Jan 21. 
Some say SOPA is dead. This is 
untrue.  Congress is holding off 
until a compromise can be made 
to make the bill more reasonable.  

Hopefully this is true, 
but they did propose this outra-
geous bill in the first place.

If another bill like this 
is proposed, we need to take a 
stand against our government. 

Right now, you can 
sign Google’s “End Piracy, Not 

Liberty” petition. Feel free to 
also contact any government 
officials and complain to them. 
It is your right to tell them your 
opinion. g

HOLLY KRAMER
Reporter

“SOPA” censors the Ameri-
can people’s right to online 
access.

Various Internet sites protest SOPA and PIPA

Popular Websites, such as Wikipedia and Google, 
protested the two legislation bills in various ways. 
Wikipedia shut down its page for the day, while 
Google just blacked its logo on their home page.
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Saints finish third in home tournament

Emily Seib | The Shield
ABOVE:Senior Will Markway 
shoots the ball over a Kansas 
City Southwest defender. 
Aquinas defeated Southwest 
44-41 in the first round of 
the Saints Classic. Markway 
added three points for the 
Saints in the victory over the 
Indians.

Name | Publication

LEFT:Senior John 
Ekedahl relaxes on 
the bench while icing 
a injured foot. Ekedahl 
injured his ankle dur-
ing the KC Southwest 
game but returned to 
action the next day 
playing against Grand-
view in th semi-finals.

Name | Publication

ABOVE:Junior Joey 
Radetic attempts to 
swat the ball from 
a KC Southwest 
player.  Radetic, a 
player who often 
provides scoring 
off-the-bench for the 
Saints, added six 
points for the Saints.

Emily Seib | The Shield
RIGHT: Senior Jimmy Clark 
passes the ball around two 
defenders from Kansas City 
Southwest. Clark had six 
points in the win that ad-
vanced the Saints to the next 
round of Saints Classic.

Saints Classic Final 
Results

1st- Grandview
2nd- Bishop Miege
3rd- Saint Thomas 
Aquinas
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Basketball team falls to Grandview in semi-finals

Baile Winslow | The Medallion

ABOVE: Senior Jimmy Clark 
dribbles the ball past a Grandview 
defender.  Clark scored 24 points 
in the semifinal game of the Saints 
Classic on January 20 and was 
named to the All-tournament team. 
Despite Clark’s strong scoring ef-
fort, the Saints fell to the Bulldogs 
58-56.  

Baile Winslow | The  Medallion

LEFT: Freshman baton twirler Sa-
vannah Miller strikes a pose during 
halftime of the Grandview game. 
It was the first time Miller had 
performed at a basketball game. 
Miller stepped in for the Spirits 
Dance Team, who were preparing 
for the Kansas Spectacular com-
petition. Miller was also practicing 
performing as she will be competi-
tion in the World competition in 
Switzerland.

Balie Winslow | The Medallion

Junior Gavin Manley pushes past the defense from Grandview player. Manley, 
who has provided much of the off-the-bench support for the Saints this season, 
scored 6 points during the game.  After defeating Aquinas, Grandview ad-
vanced to the tournament finals and defeated Bishop Miege 57-47. 

Baile Winslow | The Medallion

RIGHT: Junior Tyler Clement hold 
the away from Grandview play-
ers. Clement scored five points 
for the Saints. After the loss the 
Grandview, Aquinas defeated 
Shawnee Mission Northwest 
60-53 after overtime. Clement 
made a three-point shot with 1.6 
seconds left in regulation to put 
the game into overtime
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On January 13 and 14, the 
Saint Thomas Aquinas debate 
team sent eight students to com-
pete for the state title at Olathe 
Northwest.

 The top four varsity teams 
all qualified for state during the 
regular season. These teams 
included seniors Paeten Denning 
and Julia Hollembeak, seniors 
Jack Goza and Zach Watson, 
juniors Michael Swett and Taylor 
Ruisch, and senior/junior team of 
Jen Reichmuth and Ellen Bertels. 

After the first day of the 
tournament, both Ruisch and 
Swett and Watson and Goza 
were undefeated, holding a 4-0 
record. The other two teams 
were 2-2. On Saturday, however, 
three of the teams advanced to 
elimination round with a record 
of 4-2 or better. In the end, the 
teams of Watson/Goza, Ruisch/
Swett and Denning/Hollembeak 
all received eighth place medals 
after advancing to and losing in 
octofinals. 

While they did not come 
back with a first place trophy, 
Debate Coach Steve Dubois said 
that everyone had a very good 
season. 

“Any Aquinas season is 
above average. It’s hard to say 
what we can expect next year, 
though. We have a lot of good 
teams coming back,” Dubois 
said.

DuBois also said that he was 
especially happy with the way the 
seniors led this year.

“The seniors provided 
outstanding leadership and just 
as much talent and dedication,” 
DuBois said.

Reichmuth agreed, and 

JACOB DOTTERWEICH
Sports Editor

Despite losses, debate places 
well at state and begins to 
prepare for next season. 

Debate teams place eighth at state
said that next year looks bright 
because of the younger debaters 
that are returning.

Swett, one of the debaters, 
has high hopes for next year. He 
said he hopes there is a state title 
in the future. One thing he noted 
was working on being more 
prepared for new arguments for 
state. This includes having more 
evidence. 

This preparation begins very 
early for debaters. Research for 
next year’s topic can begin as 
early as January. Some of this 
preparation includes coaches 
researching. Debaters have the 
option of attending different 
camps and workshops over the 
summer to prepare as well.

Reichmuth also shared her 
advice for next year’s debaters.

“Don’t underestimate your 
own skill or your opponent. 
Also, be able to do your own 
work,” she said.g

Maddie Weissend | The Medallion

Right to left: Seniors Jen Reichmuth and Paeten Denning, along with junior Michael Swett, prepare for a tournament dur-
ing a practice round in the debate room. 

Rankings: 
 

Goza and Watson
Record of 5-1, placed 10th*

Swett and Ruisch
Record of 4-2, placed 11th*

Denning and Hollembeak
Record of 4-2, placed 12th*

Bertels and Reichmuth
Record of 3-3, placed 24th*

*out of a group of 58 competitors 

The Joe 
Paterno 
Enigma

BEN GARTLAND
Reporter

Can the legacy of Joe Pater-
no be remembered outside 
of the Jerry Sandusky trial?

In The Dark Knight, Go-
tham City’s district attorney 
Harvey Dent said “You either 
die a hero, or live long enough 
to see yourself become the vil-
lain.” This quote can be applied 
to the former Penn State head 
football coach Joe Paterno.

Paterno passed away on 
January 22, after a battle with 
lung cancer. The 85-year-old 
was fired in mid-November 
amidst allegations that one of 
his assistants, Jerry Sandusky, 
had abused multiple young 
boys, and that Paterno had 
failed to adequately report 
Sandusky. The legacy of Pa-
terno was tainted, but his death 
raised the question of how he 
should be remembered. 

On one hand, he was one 
of the greatest ever to coach a 
college football team. He holds 
the record for most wins as a 
college football coach.  For 46 
years, his dedication to Penn 
State football while leading the 
Nittany Lions to two national 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Aquinas grad named best tight end of the year 

“If it weren’t for the posi-
tive influences around me I 
never would have thought I 
could play college ball.”

- Drake Dunsmore
Aquinas graduate

BEN GARTLAND
Reporter

Drake Dunsmore, a 2007 
Aquinas graduate, won an 
award for his tight end play for 
Northwestern.

Drake Dunsmore, a 
2007 Saint Thomas Aquinas 
graduate, has won the inaugural 
Kwalick-Clark award for Big 
Ten Tight End of the Year for 
his play during the 2011 season.

Dunsmore, the six foot 
three inches, 235 pound senior, 
and son of former Chicago 
Bears tight end Pat Dunsmore, 
had a huge year, finishing with 
45 receptions for 522 total 
yards and six touchdowns. 
Even after the tremendous sea-

son, Drake was still surprised 
that he had won the award.

"I was very shocked to hear 
that I won the award," he said. 
"But at the same time I was 
very proud to be honored in 
such a prestigious conference."

The Big Ten conference 
awarded Drake multiple times 
for his play during his senior 
year. Along with winning the 
Kwalick-Clark award, Drake 
was named to the All-Big 
Ten first team for offense as 
Tight End by both the coach’s 
selections and the media's 
selections. He was the only 
Northwestern player on either 
offense or defense for the All-
Big Ten first team.

He was also the Big Ten 
week nine offensive player of 
the week for his huge game 
against Indiana, where he 
caught seven catches for 112 

yards and four touchdowns. 
In that game he broke the 
Northwestern record for most 
receiving touchdowns in a 

single game, and also the record 
for most career receiving yards 
by a tight end at Northwestern. 
They are records he is sure will 
be broken soon. 

"Honestly I don't even 
know what records I set," he 
said. “I'm sure they will be 
broken soon because there are 

some great young players at the 
tight end position at North-
western."

Drake was also getting 
noticed nationally. 
He was a semi-finalist 
for the John Mackey 
award, which is the 
award for tight end of 
the year out of Divi-
sion I football. Pro 
scouts were notching 
him, and CBSSports.
com has him as the 
fifth ranked tight end 
entering the 2012 

National Football League draft, 
which will take place in April. 

"Right now I am currently 
training and preparing for 
Northwestern's pro day," he 
said. "As far as my expectations 
go I only hope to get a chance 
with an NFL team next fall."

Even after all of the suc-

cess Drake has had playing 
with Northwestern, he still 
credits playing for Aquinas as 
preparing him to play college 
football.

"Playing football at Aqui-
nas set the ground work for 
me to be successful in college," 
he said. "Many of the people 
that have shaped me as a man 
either taught me at Aquinas or 
coached me."

He also credits his ability 
to play college football to some 
other people in his life.

"I have been blessed to 
be in the position I am at and 
I owe a lot to the people who 
have helped get me to where I 
am," he said. "If it weren't for 
the positive influences around 
me I never would have thought 
I could play college ball."g

 

Joe Paterno will be remembered differently
“The legacy of Paterno 
was tainted, but his death 
raised the question of 
how he should be re-
membered.”

national championships, 
three Big Ten conference cham-
pionships and five undefeated 
seasons. He had 409 career wins, 
the most of any coach in Divi-
sion 1 college football history. 

He was inducted into the 
College Football Hall of Fame in 
2007 while he was still coaching. 
His teams have produced many 
professional football players, 
including five National Foot-
ball League Hall of Famers. His 
legacy that he had formed from 
1966 seemed secure.

Then on November 11, 
2011, it came crashing down in 
flames.

Jerry Sandusky, an assistant 
to Joe Paterno at Penn State, had 
been arrested for multiple counts 
of pedophilia. Paterno’s involve-
ment in the case came out. He 
heard about Sandusky’s abuse of 
boys in the shower from a gradu-

ate assistant. Paterno told his 
superiors, and then nothing. He 
even let Sandusky walk around 
on campus and continue to use 
the football facilities. 

When all of the evidence 
came out to the public, Penn 
State University decided to part 
ways with Paterno. It caused an 
uproar amongst Penn State stu-
dents, who rioted on the campus. 
Outside of Penn State, however, 
people seemed to be in favor of 
Paterno’s firing.

Yes, Paterno did report the 
allegations of Sandusky’s abuse 
to his Penn State bosses. There 
was an investigation in 1998, 
but no charges were filed. So, 
Paterno did do something. 

But did he do enough?
I think the fact that he let 

Sandusky continue to use the 
football facilities speaks for how 
much Paterno did. Sandusky was 

not banned from the campus 
until November of 2011; he was 

only banned from bringing boys 
onto the campus, which was 
given to him in 2002. The full ban 
was only after the full evidence of 
the abuse came out.

In perhaps the most sicken-
ing example, Paterno continued 
to let Sandusky run the charity 
that Sandusky had established, 
The Second Mile, which provided 
help and support for underprivi-
leged and at-risk young boys. 
The grand jury report said that 

Paterno molested at least one 
boy in 2005 and 2006, well after 

the 2002 ban. 
After the evidence 

came out, it is evident 
that Paterno did not do 
enough after he heard 
of the allegations in 
2002. Children were still 
hurt, and that falls on 
Paterno’s bare minimum 
reporting. 

The dedication he had to 
the University and to Penn 
State football cannot be ignored. 
Overshadowed? Yes.  The 
legacy of Paterno will certainly 
be overshadowed by his failure to 
adequately report Sandusky. 

Paterno said in an inter-
view with ESPN and said that 
he should have done more. 
Hindsight is always 20/20, so of 
course Paterno wished he would 
have done more. If he had done 

more from the beginning, his 
legacy as arguably the greatest 
college football coach ever would 
be secure. 

But he didn’t, so it is not se-
cure. His memory will be tainted, 
with some deeming his actions, 
or lack thereof, as unforgivable. 
He knew after the evidence had 
all come out, that he had made a 
mistake. Unfortunately it was a 
little too late. 

He will be remembered as a 
great football coach, and also as 
a man who failed to adequately 
protect children. That is his 
mistake, and it is the legacy that 
he created for himself. g
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Emily Seib | The Shield

Senior John Ekedahl swims on a scooter during the winter sports kickoff pep assembly on Jan. 6. The relay race Ekedahl participated in consisted 
of an oreo challenge, swimming on a scooter, stacking cups, a free throw contest and bowling.

Megan Lucas | The Shield

Above: Freshman Liz Conrad as Cady Heron from Mean Girls, freshman Robyn Hutchins as a smurf, freshman Sarah Jef-
fries as Elmo, and freshman Kenna Biddlecombe as Cookie Monster during the costume party. The freshmen had a dance 
off between the girls and boys with the girls taking a close win.

Right Middle: Freshmen Jessica Tucker, Nick Gadwood and Hannah Said dressed up as minions for the costume party. 
The party was a success with 169 freshmen out of the 245 freshmen class.

Right bottom: Freshman Sam Salts signs his name next to his handprint on the Wall of Fame during the costume party on 
Jan. 15. Salts came dressed as James Bond.

Megna Lucas | The Shield

Freshman Jackson Longhofer came to the 
costume party dressed as Ghillie Suit. Longhofer 
was part of the costume contest, but fell to fellow 
freshman Cole Friedman, who dressed as Buddy 
the Elf. 
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